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ignorance and its result, selfishness. When he shakes off his
selfishness, when he knocks down the obstructions and deve-
lops unselfish love, he feels at unity with the universe.

This experience of unity is not the result of mental'
activity. Mencius distinguishes two kinds of knowledge,1
the one which is the result of mental activity and the other
which is the illumination of spirit produced by the stilling of
mental activities. It is the higher wisdom, the para vidya
of the Upanisads. Mencius asks us to recapture the-
intuitive powers, which, in the stress of life, do not get a,
chance of development. By means of breath regulation,
mental concentration, and moral discipline, we rise to the-
spiritual level. A tranquil conscience is the best aid for the-
growth of spirit. Sensitiveness to right and wrong takes the-
place of Tao in Mencius. The morally great man is one who-
has preserved his infant heart.2 Mencius says that weal
and woe are of our own making and in support of it quotes
the ode which says: 'Constantly strive to be in harmony
with the (divine) will and thereby get for yourself much.
happiness.'3 In the experience of unity with the whole,
the individual feels himself to be an integral part of the
universe. Such a one who has experienced the unity loves-
the whole world. 'The man of human-heartedness has no
enemy under Heaven.'4 While Confucius gives moral support
to the divine authority of the ruling classes, Mencius advo-
cates the moral right to rebel against the ruling classes and
justifies revolutions, if obedience -means acquiescence im
pernicious conditions.

CHU-HSI

Influenced much by*the Ch'eng brothers/ Chu-Hst
reinterpreted the teaching of Confucius and made out that
it could satisfy the intellectual curiosity and the spiritual
weds of the people. Chu-Hsi shifted the emphasis in the-
great tradition to adherence to reason. We must find the-
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